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This Name of God in Hebrew is the Tetragramnraion ii'ril'. *,hich originallr,

coresponded to the 4 long'orvels I  [ i : ] .  O lo:] .  U [u:J and O [o:].  Accordinglv. the

only con'ect transliteration is IOUO [i: o: u: o:]. a u,ord. which contains special
holiness by exclusively consisting of ibur vou'els, i.e. four strong and voiced sounds.g

It is interesting and also in complete accordance with this pronunciation. that ahead),

Flavius Josephus (30-100 c.E.) in his book "The wars of the Jews" lBook V. chapter
v) in the descl ipt ion of the robe of the High Priest in his treatise on the temple \{,rore

about God's name as fol lows:lo

"[. . . ]  another golden ct.ou'n. in lrhich \r 'as engraven the sacred narne Iol 'Godj:
i t  consists of lbul r,o*els." (Flar ' ius Josephus: The lr,orks oJ Flavius Josephus.
Translated bl Wil l iam Whiston. Auburn and Bufläio: John E. Beardslel.  iAqS)

Heinriih Parer also rranslates: "Dieß sind die vier Vokale.,, [These are the four

volels. l  (HeinLich Paret. Des Flayius Josephus l lerke. 1855. p. 553)

The Greek original ter:r that u,as rendered here as .,vowels.' reads as fbljows:

rpcovilevro. (Flavius Josephus. De betto Judaico libri vii, ed. B. Niese ). According ro

the dictionary Langenscheidt Altgriechisch - Deüsch LVörterbttch the Greek term for

i'ou,el is: ro (pcr)\/rc\,. -et.roq. The err)\/ne\rrü of Flar,ius Josephus is derived tiom
gcorrr lerg. r,r  hich stresses the idea ol i  oiced or. \  ocal (C t.  the German tr.ansiat ion of

vowel: "Selbstlaut'' means " se ll'-sound'' ).

Obviousl l ,  Flavius Josephus - being of priesrl l  background himself -  knew that

the Name of God exciusi 'eh consisted of tbur 'orvels. but rvhich he bel ieved not to be

al lorved to pronounce (cf.  Jüdische Altertüner. book II .  chapter '  12 $ 4). But at least

he left us the unequivocal proof - out of the immediate time after Jesus christ - that the

Name of God at that time rvas pronounced *,ith tbur vou,els. rvhich the firsr christians

immediately \l'rote down in the NT.

'  According to Il ebster's Encvclopedic L:nabridged Dictidlral ' l , a vowel is .,a speech sound produced without
occluding. dir,enine. or obstrLrctine the flo\\ of air fr.onl lhe lungs (oppo sed ta .,onson.tnt),,
Latini vocalis = rvith 'r,ox = rvith voice. sounding = \;okal ICern]an) = \,0!\ 'el.'" A l ink to m,v book posted b), Franklin E. Rhoads on rhe lnrernet led ri ie ro Flavjus Josephus. Hereby I rvant ro
convey my gratitude to this gentleman.
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